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Round Homes



Deltec Homes 
Located in Asheville, NC, this company provides the structural 
shell, which accounts for about one-third of the completed 
home. The rest is completed onsite by owner or a local builder. 

This duplex has shared space and solar panels 
between two round structures



Deltec Homes 
This method of prefabrication allows an enhanced focus on the 
building envelope, ensuring a higher quality, more precise 
level of framing than traditional stick-built homes can offer. 

Floor plan for a two bedroom, 746 sq ft home

http://www.deltechomes.com/learn-more/prefabricated/


California Yurts Inc



Nautilus Series 
Mid-Size Home with a Wing

Mountain Octagon



Compressed Earth Block Construction
CEB is a building material made 

primarily from damp soil compressed 

by using a mechanical press at high

pressure to form blocks out of an 

appropriate mix of fairly dry inorganic 

subsoil, non-expansive clay and aggregate. 

CEBs are assembled onto walls using standard bricklaying and 
masonry techniques. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Building_material
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subsoil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Construction_aggregate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bricklaying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masonry


Compressed Stabilized Earth Blocks & Bricks
CSEB blocks are stabilized with a chemical binder such as 
Portland cement. They rival the finest standard bricks available 
today and lend themselves to a variety of creative and 
aesthetically pleasing effects. 

The Auram Press 3000 

The plain, hollow and interlocking block molds can produce full, 
3/4 and 1/2 size blocks. Interior view of home constructed with CEBs

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portland_cement


Cob Construction 
T



Cob Houses  
The building material is composed of 
buckets of wet clay and sand, mixed 
by foot (or concrete mixer) and then 
combined with straw to produce a 
malleable material that can be rolled 
into palm-sized “cobs”. 
      
     
Start with a good foundation 
of stone and concrete, then 
build a post & beam structure 
before stacking the cobs and 
installing doors and windows.



After forming the cobs, they are then laid onto the foundation 
and sculpted by hand to build thick, massive cob walls.  

   Some cob houses that were built in Europe  
   over 500 yrs ago are still inhabited. 

Exteriors & interiors can be 
uniquely & artistically designed.

The cobs are later covered                                                          
with a thick plaster that can be 
sculpted and carved.   



9 Tips for Cob House Building Code Approval 

1. Build a Good Foundation (block or stone with concrete),  
2. Build a Post and Beam Structure,
3. Insulate Walls
4. Add Cement to Cob Mixture
5. Install a Bond Beam
6. Have Clear Building Designs (when applying for permit)
7. Work "With" And Not "Against" Building Officials
8. Start Small & Simple
9. Educate Yourself on Cob House Design



Straw Bale Homes 
T



Straw Bale Construction
Houses made from straw bales are attractive, 
affordable, energy efficient, environmentally 
friendly and can be designed to match the 
owners’ personal needs, aesthetics and 
budget. These homes are made by stacking 
rectangular bales of straw and covering them 
with a plaster shell. Straw bale walls are at 
least twice as energy efficient as those from 
conventional stick-frame construction and will 
save you money on heating and cooling bills. 



Wastewater Management System

Consisting of a series of eco-systems that work together to break 
down water contaminants, this approach offers a natural and 
eco-friendly alternative to costly traditional water treatment 
plants.

John Todd’s attractive solution 
to waste water management 
system at the Omega Center 
for Sustainable Living in 
Rhinebeck, NY uses plants to 
clean up water. 



"Living Machine"
Another type of biological filtration system that’s similar to 
Omega’s system, yet less complex and easier to build.

The students at Oberlin 
College, in Oberlin, 
Ohio, made this Living 
Machine.



Helical Outposts® 

These state-of-the-art, integrated systems are much more than 
simple hydroponic farms -- a power station, communication hub, 
and water purifier all in one.



Suggested Readings:
Universe Story by Thomas Berry and  
    Brian Swimme
The Great Turning by David C. Korten
The Great Unraveling: Losing Our Way in the  
   New Century by Paul Krugman
Active Hope by Joanna Macy and Chris  
   Johnstone 

For Questions or Suggestions, Contact: 

    goREALgreen@gmail.com 
                       

mailto:clayartisthl@aol.com

