
Sustainable Communities



                                     Part I
Where we visited, volunteered or lived 

● Sustainable Communities for Adults with 
Special Needs

● Land Trust Communities
● Eco Villages
● Educational Communities
● Co-Housing Communities

A Twenty-seven Year Study
of

Sustainable Communities



Camphill Villages 
     Copake, NY             Kimberton Hills, PA          Glenmore, PA

Camphill is an international movement of intentional communities 
designed to meet the needs of young adults with developmental 
disabilities through a combination of community life, the arts, 
crafts and work on the land.  Raising their own foods through 
biodynamic practices leads to optimum health for all residents.



Celo Land Trust and Community
Burnsville, NC

This artistic community, about an hour away from Asheville, 
was started by 3 Quaker families in 1938. It is now the 
home of:

     Arthur Morgan School              Toe River Craft Coop                     Celo Health Center 

Camp Celo
  The Celo Inn and Garden

Toe River Swim Area

  Ten Thousand Things        
        Food Co-op



Earthaven Ecovillage
Black Mountain, NC
Earthaven members consciously develop sustainable lifestyles, utilizing permaculture 
principles in design as well as in agricultural practices. The residents live off-the-grid, 
ride bikes or walk in the village and some own and operate green businesses.



Earthaven Ecovillage
Council Hall & Community Center

Exterior view with edible landscaping                                          

                                                     Wherever possible, builders used recycled materials, such as 
reclaimed hardwood flooring. They also built with trees culled 
from the land, rubber tires, cranberry pallets, mud and straw.

           Interior View



Earthaven Ecovillage
Earthaven homes range from small cabins to large, multi-family 
structures.                         

The Hobbit 
House

Multi-family Apartment Building
A Cobb House

Passive Solar, Harvested Wood Home



Omega Institute and Center for Sustainable Living
Rhinebeck, NY

Although the Omega Institute is not an 
ecovillage, the Rhinebeck campus is 
laid-out like a small community with 
cottages of various sizes, a large dining 
hall, library, shops, canteen, a beautiful 
garden, Zen meditation trails, a lake, 
gazebos, walking paths, etc.

John Todd’s attractive solution to waste-water 
management uses plants to clean up water. This 
approach offers a natural and eco-friendly alternative 
to costly traditional water treatment plants.



Prabhupada Village
Sandy Ridge, NC



The 124-acre property is bordered 
by the Deep River on one side and 
Sandy Creek on the other side.  

Living Well Community 
Franklinville, NC
This is a mixed-use community/ecovillage focused on health 
wellness, sustainability, service to the greater good, and 
honoring the sacred.  

House built during 
the Small House 
Convergence:  
“Build a house 
without a mortgage”  
presented by 
Harvey Harman.



   

Abundant Dawn Village 
Floyd, Virginia

A rural community started in the summer of 2007 with ten adult 
members on 90 acres of hilly and diverse land, nestled in a bend 
of a river in the Blue Ridge Mts.



   

Floyd EcoVillage 
Floyd, Virginia

This 75 acre property features a large event center, campgrounds, garden and 
designated spaces for residential living units, including duplexes and single family 
homes.  Every building will be built to a high energy conservation standard using 
locally harvested building materials and with a net-zero energy use plan.



Peacehaven Community Farm
Whitsett, NC
Over a hundred adults with special needs, have 
learned to plant crops, tend to animals and found a 
place to feel connected.  Several moved into the first 
Net Zero Energy group home in the US in Dec 2014.



Tiny House Village
Greensboro, NC
This is Tiny Houses Greensboro’s initiative for building tiny houses and developing 
villages as a means of assisting people who are experiencing homelessness. 
Resources for Artful Living (REAL) was the fiscal agent for THG, while the group 
applied for their 501c-3.

Green Living Workshop, Oct 2014 Tiny House Village on Guerrant St.



Westwood Cohousing
Asheville, NC

Westwood includes 23 energy-efficient dwellings and the original 
farmhouse clustered around pedestrian commons and central 
common house. The common house has a dining, laundry and 
guest rooms and is used for shared (twice a week) suppers, 
meetings and recreation. Permaculture principles were used for 
landscaping and the community garden.



ElderSpirit Cohousing Community 
Abingdon, Virginia

The community has twenty-nine condo units, a large community 
building and the Spirit House, a small gathering place.  

The residents, who 
range in age from 55 
to 85 years, either 
own their homes or 
rent government-
subsidized units.



Jubilee Cohousing Community 
Floyd, Virginia

The community will have 
thirty-three private homes, a 
spacious common house, 
gardens, playground and walking 
trails. Passivhaus construction 
techniques will reduce home 
energy consumption for heating & 
cooling by 70-90%, thus reducing 
environmental impact.



Arcadia Cohousing Community 
Carrboro, NC

Arcadia consists of 33 homes and a 
community center built on 6 acres of 
a 16 acre tract of land. Architect and 
resident, Giles Blunden, designed 
the passive solar buildings with 
some attached homes and several 
stand alone houses with metal roofs. 
They measure from 750 to 2200 sq. 
ft.  Homeowners own the house, as 
well as the lot.



Pacifica Cohousing Community 
Carrboro, NC



Blue Heron Intentional Community 
Pittsboro, NC



Part II

Intentional Communities that we have 

studied and plan to visit in the future



Hart’s Mill Ecovillage and Farm 
Efland, NC

An evolving farm-based ecovillage planned for a 
112-acre expanse of fields, streams and woods 
located in Orange County, NC.



    Twin Oaks Garden--Soybean Plants

Twin Oaks Community Foods is a 
worker-owned co-operative that’s been 
making delicious organic tofu and 
vegetarian meat alternatives since 1991.

Twin Oaks Community 
Louisa County, Virginia

An ecovillage and intentional community of about one hundred 
people living on 450 acres in central Virginia.  Most residents 
live off-the-grid, ride bikes or walk in the village.



    

The Farm Community 
Summertown, Tennessee

This large eco-village was founded in 1971 by Stephen Gaskin and 320 San 
Francisco hippies, living on three square miles (1750 acres) in south central TN as a 
commune. The Farm is based on principles of nonviolence, respect for the Earth and 
the hope of having a  positive effect on the world as a whole by action & example. 



The N Street CoHousing 
Davis, CA. 
Sixteen years ago, the residents in about 10-12 houses agreed to 
remove their backyard fences to create a private community area. 
They now have a community house and lots of gardens and play 
structures for their children.



Dos Pinos Housing Cooperative 
Davis, CA
This cooperative was once an apartment complex. Nine buildings 
containing four to nine apartments each, with shared common 
space and amenities including a swimming pool, hot tub, laundry 
room, and a community room. 



Oberlin, Ohio
The city of 8,000 residents and 3,000 college students reduced its 
carbon footprint to Zero or often to a negative range by following 
practices taught at the college, which include biking, developing 
living machines and planting trees, orchards and gardens.



In 1962, Peter & Eileen Caddy and Dorothy Maclean turned sandy 
dunes and a gravel parking lot into lush organic gardens and 
eventually a community of over 300 people.

Findhorn Community
Findhorn Bay, Scotland


